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From your Committee
Your committee has been very busy these past few
months, working on many fronts to reinvigorate VEFN.
The committee has given further consideration to the
form and content of a new Constitution and considered a
full draft constitution at our March meeting. Following
this the committee decided to seek legal advice on a
number of issues and engaged leading law firm McKean
Park to advise on a pro bono basis. Preliminary advice
from McKean Park raised some important issues which
the committee considered at its May meeting and the
draft constitution is currently undergoing further
development. Subject to consideration of a new draft by
the committee, it is hoped that a proposed Constitution
will be available for consideration by interested
stakeholders in the coming months and well in advance of
VEFN’s AGM in November.
Discussions have continued with the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) and with
the office of the Minister for Energy, Environment &
Climate Change, Lily D’Ambrosio. These discussions have
focused on gaining better recognition of the significant
contribution that Friends groups make to looking after
parks and reserves in Victoria. Discussions will be ongoing
and VEFN will continue to contribute to the development
and implementation of the Biodiversity 2037 strategy and
to lobby for better funding and support for Friends
groups.
The VEFN Friends Groups data collection survey was held
open for longer than initially planned to allow a number of
groups to complete their data. Seventy one (71) complete
responses were received for the December quarter.

Best Friend Award 2017
The nomination form for the 2017 Best Friend Award is
now available from the new VEFN website,
www.friendsvic.org or on our facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/VictorianEnvironmentFriends
Network/ or by emailing friends.vic@hotmail.com.
VEFN’s Best Friend Award is designed to recognise
volunteers who make an outstanding contribution
through exceptional dedication as a Friend. For those
who receive an award, it has particular significance
knowing that nominations are made by your peers;
members of your own Friends group, who know better
than most the personal dedication that is required.
Nominations are assessed by an independent judging
panel according to set criteria. These can be found on the
VEFN website together with the nomination form.
If there is someone in your Friends group who deserves
special recognition for the dedication and service they
have shown over at least 10 years, email
friends.vic@hotmail.com to receive the criteria and
nomination form and start putting it together.
Preparing a nomination always takes longer than you
think, so starting early makes it easier. Getting written
references often needs persistent follow-up. People are
always keen to help, but may have difficulty setting aside
time to prepare a written reference.
Nominations, with all supporting documentation including
written references, must be received by 5pm on 26th July
2017. Late nominations cannot be accepted.
Send your nominations by email to
friendsvic@hotmail.com or by post to: Victorian
Environment Friends Network, c/o VNPA, Level 3, 60
Leicester St Carlton 3053.

Continued on next page.
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From your Committee - continued
The respondents comprise 48 Friends groups and 23 other
groups, many of which are environmental volunteer
groups that are VEFN affiliates. The table below
summarises aggregate information obtained from the
survey.

VEFN Friends Groups data collection survey Preliminary aggregate data
Q2. No. Q3. No.
of
of paid
voluntee
up
rs
member
s

Friends groups (48)
Range - low
Range - high

Other groups (23)
Range - low
Range - high

All groups (71)

Q7a. No.
of hours
work
done at
the site
Oct-Dec
2016

Q7b. No.
of hours
of
admin.
&
support
work

Calculati
on - %
of admin
time to
site time

Q7c. No.
of
people
who did
the work

1003
3
100

1661
0
100

15753
0
3069

3491
0
1406

22.2%

1671
0
367

524
1
100

949
0
100

5655
0
500

3528
0
2000

62.4%

605
0
300

1527

2610

21408

7019

32.8%

2276

As well as this quantitative information, the respondents
provided valuable information about their activities and
achievements. VEFN is continuing the task of collating and
writing up the results of the survey and it is hoped that
report will be available in the near future.
The committee has continued working on issues related to
the Parks and Reserves Trust Fund (see FriendsNET #91
May 2015 and #92 August 2015 for example). VEFN has
now developed some practical recommendations for the
Minister to consider, which include an independent
review of the basis of collection and spending for the
Parks Charge and the establishment of a special fund,
specifically to support and recognise environmental
volunteer groups.
As noted in the FriendsNET 98 February edition, the need
to review the Parks Charge was acknowledged by the
government on 26th February when it released its Yarra
River Action Plan. See
https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/policy-andstrategy/yarra-river-protection for details of the plan and
related documents. Recommendation 15 on p36 of the
Ministerial Advisory Committee (MAC) final report states:
Review the Melbourne Metropolitan Parks Charge
to define the strategic goals/services it delivers
and identify the funding available for supporting
priority projects identified in the Yarra Strategic
Plan.

Although the recommendation is specific to the Yarra
River, Recommendation 17 on p39 is to expand the
approach taken with the Yarra River to ‘other major
Melbourne rivers and their open spaces such as the
Maribyrnong and Werribee rivers.’ The MAC report is
critical of the governance and management of the Parks
Charge:
The Parks Charge is currently not subject to any
regulatory oversight and the allocation of funds is
not transparent so it is unclear what strategic
goals drive the investments and services it
supports. P36.
It is understood that the review of the parks charge is to
be undertaken by DELWP and a report to government
prepared by the end of 2017. VEFN is currently developing
some alternative scenarios for collection and distribution
of the charge and will present these to DELWP and the
Minister as an input to the review.
VEFN would like to thank Sue Hayman-Fox for her

Victorian Environment Friends
Network 2017 Committee
Merrin Butler – Committee member
Stephen Derrick – Secretary
Andrew Kelly – Committee member
Roger Parker – Committee member
Laura Mumaw – Co-Convenor
Paul Strickland – Co-Convenor

participation on the committee. Sue stepped down from
her position as Treasurer in April. The current committee
members are shown below.
Finally, the 2017 Best Friend Award is upon us. See the
separate article about the call for nominations.

Help Protect the Prom's Iconic
Wilderness Beach
You may have heard that a commercial operator is
proposing to run up to three “amphibious” boats on tours
around Wilson Promontory National Park.
The tours would start from Norman Bay, one of the most
recognised and popular beaches, and would involve three
boats, 12 metres long by 4 metres wide, which will park
on the beach to load passengers. They will also park there
between tours, and will drive through the caravan park at
the start and end of each day.
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Help Protect the Prom's Iconic
Wilderness Beach - continued
Of course this iconic Park was the first in Victoria and is
much loved by many Victorians.
If this proposal concerns you (as it does The Friends of the
Prom) you can find out more by going to the Friends web
page (http://www.friendsoftheprom.org.au/) and
consider signing the petition which can be accessed
through their page.

and fauna. It is also the home of an ever growing
population of the Platypus. Recently the largest Platypus
in Victoria was found in the creek.
Environmentally this land is also critical as it is home to
nationally environmentally significant species notably:
•

•

Save Jacksons Creek Valley,
Sunbury Victoria

•
•

The Sunbury Residents Association and the residents of
Sunbury are fighting a battle to save the unique Jacksons
Creek Valley in Sunbury from urban development. The
developer Villawood Properties and the Catholic Salesians
want to build 406 homes in this valley.

•

The swift parrot; there are only 1000 breeding
pairs remaining of this vivid green migratory bird
with its distinctive red face which migrates from
Tasmania to mainland.
The growling grass frog; a protected and
threatened species.
One of the most thriving communities in Victoria
of platypus; and
This land is right beside critical Biodiversity
Conservation Zones (20 and 21) and building high
density housing right to the fence line will
undermine their efficacy.
Grassy Eucalypt Woodland which is critically
endangered.

Further south down the valley you pass the state
significant heritage overlay of Cannon Gully and the
Aboriginal Ceremonial Rings. These rings are protected
but adding further housing to the area will jeopardise the
well- being of the rings and especially the current unspoilt
natural valley vista. These rings are very rare and of the
seven in Victoria Sunbury have five of them. The rings are
over 1000 years old and are a very important part of
Aboriginal history.

The area of the valley showing where the 400 plus housing estate is
proposed to be developed

The valley has number of historical and Heritage sites and
is an important home to increasingly rare flora and fauna.
The valley has not only very important historical sites for
Sunbury, but also Victoria. Emu Bottom’ is Victoria’s
oldest homestead, built by George Evan in 1836. Evans
was also one of the first settlers of Melbourne. Emu
Bottom has a National Heritage protection.

The 71km Jackson Creek arises from a number of smaller
creeks in the southern parts of the Macedon Ranges.
Jackson creek flows through the town of Gisborne before
turning generally southwards to flow through Sunbury
eventually to join with Deep Creek south of Bulla, where
the two waterways form the Maribyrnong River. The deep
and relatively narrow valley cut by the creek in its
southward course through the surrounding basalt plains is
particularly prominent at such places as Emu Bottom,
which is the site of the oldest homestead in Victoria and
the Organ Pipes National Park. Jacksons Creek floods
regularly, providing vital environmental flows for the
surrounding wetlands and into the Maribyrnong River as
the photo below shows.

Traveling south down the valley you go through the Emu
Bottom Wetlands, which is the home for many rare flora
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Jacksons Creek in flood 2016

Sunbury’s population is currently approximately 35,000
people and over the next 35 year this is projected to
increase to 150,000. The Victorian Planning Authority
through its Precinct Structure Plan (PSP) has produced
plans that will over the next 35 years build 19,000 new
homes in Sunbury. These two Precinct Structure Plans Hume Planning Scheme Amendments C207 and C208 - will
shortly go before a panel that will provide advice to the
Victorian Planning Minister prior to approval of the
amendments.
The campaign to save Jacksons Creek Valley has presented
a petition to the Victorian parliament with almost 700
signatures. Plus 3,120 people have signed change.org with
another 1000 hand written signatures putting the total to
over well over 4,500.
The National Trust has recently stated in its submission to
have the entire area in question – “The Sunbury Rings
Cultural landscape” heritage listed, stating “It is difficult
to overstate the significance of this cultural landscape to
the state of Victoria. The Jacksons Creek landscape
includes a number of highly significant Aboriginal and
post-contact heritage places, which along with the natural
environment, work together to form a cultural landscape
that has significant historical, aesthetic, and scientific
values”. Nowhere else in Victoria is there such a
connection between indigenous and early European
history, and the environment and the National Trust is
calling for the area to be preserved as a whole.

Community group gathering signatures for a petition presented to
Hume City Council.

You can help with the campaign to Save Jacksons Creek
Valley by signing the two petitions at
https://www.change.org/p/victorian-government-savejacksons-creek-valley-sunbury and at
https://www.change.org/p/victorian-government-savejacksons-creek-valley-sunbury?source_location=minibar
Find more information out on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/Save-Jacksons-CreekSunbury-Victoria-1307301112648826/?fref=ts .
Video link can also be found here. A must to view and
only 60 seconds long:
https://www.dropbox.com/s/nqb5mezvuna4fbl/Save%2
0Jackson%27s%20Creek%20-%20Sunbury.mp4?dl=0
For more information, or to get involved, contact Trevor
Dance tdtd@ozemail.com.au
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VEFN Friends Groups Portraits 2017
During December and January, VEFN worked with many Friends Groups to develop portraits of their groups, activities
and key achievements. Together with an introduction by Janet Bolitho, Member, Best Friend Award Panel and Member,
Friends of Westgate Park, VEFN forwarded a compendium of 11 group’s portraits to the office of the Minister for
Energy, Environment & Climate Change to continue our dialogue about the contribution and importance of Friends
Groups. Continuing our series, below is the profile of Friends of Organ Pipes. All 11 profiles can be found on our website
at bit.ly/friends-portraits.

Friends of Organ Pipes National Park
Brief description
The Friends of Organ Pipes National Park (FOOPs) date back to 1972 when the park was
proclaimed, solely due to its unique geological features of basalt columns formed by the
cooling and cracking of molten lava. Organ Pipes National Park is an area of 153 hectares
located in Keilor in the City of Brimbank about 25 km north-west of Melbourne.
Unfortunately the land surrounding the Organ Pipes, Rosette Rock and the Tessellated Pavement had been severely
degraded over the years as is shown in the picture below from 1973. Attempts at agriculture on this marginal land had
caused the loss of indigenous vegetation and animals, which were replaced with weeds such as boxthorn and artichoke
thistle along with rabbits.

View from above The Organ Pipes in 1973

The same view in 2012

Key achievements
FOOPs, initially known as the Maribyrnong Valley Committee in 1972, began a bold attempt to restore the land as near
as possible to its pre-white settlement condition. Important initial research the group undertook was to try to identify
what species of plants would have occurred in the area and what soil type, aspect, topography etc. each plant
preferred. They had to mainly rely on the few bits of remnant indigenous vegetation that remained along the
Maribyrnong valley and surrounding area plus historical records to piece together their plan.
One of those first “Friends” Barry Kemp, established a map of seven different planting zones to guide the group in their
restoration efforts and we still follow Barry’s pioneering planting map today. Once the Friends knew what to plant and
where, they set about the task of propagating new plants from those surviving in the park and surrounding areas.
However, before any planting could take place weeds and rubbish had to be removed as over the years the area that
was to become the park had become a dumping ground and one of the biggest hurdles they faced was removing large
heavy materials such as car bodies from the steep escarpment.
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Before the establishment of the park the only regular visitors to the area were those with an interest in its geological
formations, but now that serious attempts were being made to restore the native flora word spread and botany
teachers and students as well as the general public would come along on working bees to help out and so a diverse
membership of academics, white and blue collar workers as well as retires and students was established. Today we have
around 40 members on the books but alas like all Friends Groups just a dedicated few regularly come to the work days.
The restoration over the past forty years has been quite successful and many native animals have returned. These
include Eastern Grey Kangaroos, Black Tailed Swamp Wallabies, and Echidnas and filmed for the first time in the park
last year, a wombat. Many trees have matured bringing a host of native birds and aquatic animals back to the once
polluted Jacksons Creek. These include Platypus, native fish as well as five species of frogs including the endangered
Growling Grass Frog (Litoria raniformis). The establishment of understory plants and grasses however have proven to be
more difficult.
With restoration of habitat and the return of native fauna, activities at the park have expanded to include Sugar Glider
monitoring, micro bat monitoring and banding, aquatic micro invertebrate sampling as well as water quality testing, all
done by passionate and dedicated volunteers.

Ringtail Possums sitting on top of Sugar glider
monitoring box November 2016

Dr Lindy Lumsden putting up a Harp Tarp for
bats March 2013

Sugar Gliders (Petaurus breviceps) were introduced into the park in 1989 and whilst initially monitored by the parks staff
it has now become a fascinating project for volunteers that build nest boxes and monitor numbers every season. Micro
bats have returned with the establishment of roosting boxes in the early 1990’s on the still young (40 year old) trees.
The project has become the longest continuous bat project in Australia and attracts many interstate and overseas
students.
Captive breeding of Striped Legless Lizards (Delma impar) from salvage operations in the north western grasslands of
Melbourne prior to their destruction for development was achieved at Melbourne Zoo in 1998 and were released back
into the wild in the Organ Pipes National Park.
How the group has achieved these outcomes
Forty years on the challenges that faced the first Friends have changed. Whereas initially they had active support from
Parks Victoria staff the knowledge of ecology was very much limited to what was known at that time and trial and error
was in many instances the chosen method. Tools were basic and materials needed not commercially available were
made at home. Today, Parks staff are very thin on the ground and the Friends have taken on more of a decision making
and managerial role in the parks ongoing development. Organized educational tours once done by rangers for schools
and universities are now done by volunteers and we simply ask for a donation to help fund our activities.
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Working bees and fauna projects are also organized within the Friends Groups and interested parties with notification
of dates and work to be conducted given to Parks Victoria for approval. Over the years FOOPs have adapted to meet the
challenges of economic, political, social and environmental change, we have for instance achieved success in obtaining
two years ago a $70,000 Federal Government grant by having as our grants manager a member of the group with
business acumen. This enabled us to engage Conservation Volunteers Australia to help plant some 7000 plants.
Corporate involvement from Telstra and Pana chocolates was also was used and have with one local council (Brimbank)
an ongoing annual Council/Friends environmental agreement for $500.00 to fund small equipment and training.
Because everyone seems to be time poor nowadays FOOPS has very few volunteers come to our working days so we are
now looking at educational institutions to “adopt” areas of the park to take a form of ownership in its restoration. One
school, Gilson College has for a couple of years been weeding and planting as part of their year 9 Learning for Life
program and has now applied for permits to gather seed and soil samples to further their ecological studies, it is hoped
that this work at OP’s will become part of the school curriculum. RMIT have also show an interest in having Op’s
included in their certificate IV Conservation and Land Management.

Students releasing bats at the park August 2015

st

1 Taylors Lakes Scouts group working at the park
September 2016

The Organ Pipes National Park is testament as to what can be achieved not only for education but also the social
wellbeing that the natural environment offers. This benefits the general public as well as overseas visitors and because
it is so close to Melbourne it is probably the first National Parks that they visit.
For the future, FOOPS hopes see the Organ Pipes National Park evolve to become more of an educational and research
centre that offers flora and fauna in the field studies for schools and universities. There is a farmhouse ruin in the park
that was last habited in the 1920’s on land that was purchased by John Pascoe Fawkner which could be ideal for a
school to adopt and maintain. We also have a very much underutilised visitors Centre now officially named The Jack
Lyale Conservation Learning Centre after the parks very first ranger. FOOPS is trying to get schools to use as an on-site
classroom after their study tours instead of having to get on the bus and rush back to school.
Friends of Organ Pipes National Park is an Incorporated Association registered with Consumer Affairs Victoria.
For more information: www.friendsoforganpipes.org.au/
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Green army helps out on Wirilda track

safety for walkers and make for a more enjoyable walking
experience. Well done Green Army!

The Wirilda Walking Track, just north of the Latrobe
valley, recently benefited from the efforts of the “Green
Army”. The Wirilda Track is 18km long and is part of the
1,810 hectare Tyers Park. The park is located in the
foothills to the north of the Latrobe valley and is 180km
from Melbourne. Tyers Park was proclaimed in 1984 and
includes the spectacular Tyers Gorge.

Friends of Tyers Park was formed 10 years ago to provide
support and foster awareness of Tyers Park.
See http://friendsoftyerspark.blogspot.com.au/ .
Jim Stranger, Convenor Friends of Tyers Park.

E. E. Kurth and his work
The Friends of Kurth Kiln have published another book – a
companion volume to their 'E. E. Kurth and his work'. It is
'Walking for Pleasure in Kurth Kiln Regional Park',150
pages of detailed notes about all the tracks in the park
supplemented with various nature notes and notes about
the history of the park and park users. The book is lavishly
illustrated with maps and colour photographs.
Kurth Kiln Regional Park is 3,500ha of bushland west of
Bunyip State Park with the historic 1940s charcoal Kurth
Kiln its best-known feature.
Seven 'Favourite Walks' ranging from 4.6 km to 23.5 km
are described in detail, but the maps and information on
the many tracks will enable walkers to plan their own
walks, particularly circuit walks.
This book, by Alfred and Ursula Klink, is a worthy addition
to the list of many books published by Friends Groups.
Enquiries to 5967 4201 or email
alfred.ursula@bigpond.com .

Water Stewardship for Friends Groups
Members of the Green Army with supervisor, Melissa Nicholls, and
Parks Victoria Ranger, Craig Campbell (at rear), on steps constructed
by them on the Wirilda Walking Track in Tyers Park.

The “Army”, a federal government initiative, was
established to undertake environmental projects and
provide future employment opportunities for the young,
unemployed people who make up its workforce. After
safety and first aid training, nine workers and their
supervisor set about upgrading two bridges, installing two
large sets of steps and redirecting the track in area prone
to erosion. The section of track worked on was within the
Tyers Park.
They were supported by Parks Victoria staff and members
of the Friends of Tyers Park. Anybody walking the track
could not fail to be impressed by the quality of the work
that was done and the difficulty of getting materials in to
such an inaccessible area. Their efforts will both enhance

RESERVE

Growing Connections for Sustainability
The Mornington Peninsula and Western Port Biosphere
Reserve was designated by UNESCO under the Man and
Biosphere Programme in 2002. Since then, the Biosphere
Foundation has worked with the community to create a
sustainable future for Western Port - environmentally,
socially and economically. The Foundation has taxdeductibility status as an environmental organisation. The
Foundation, which has changed to a skills based board, is
led by an independent chair and includes a representative
of five local governments.
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Trust, helps landholders, businesses and organisations to
improve water management on their properties and to
positively influence local waterways. The project is
actively working in catchments throughout the Biosphere
region.

Water Stewardship Project Officer Lance Lloyd, assessing site
conditions with a water steward.

Water is a vital part of life, but while most of us take it for
granted it’s an increasingly scarce resource. That’s where
water stewardship comes in. Water stewardship aims to
achieve sustainable water levels, good water quality,
healthy ecosystems and cultural sites, and good water
governance. It’s a great opportunity to focus on the
responsible use and management of water.
There is a close relationship between healthy water,
waterways and catchment and land conditions, so water
stewardship also focuses on how we manage land and the
areas next to rivers or streams which may affect water.

The Western Port Biosphere has worked with a number of
Friends groups including Friends of Warneet, Friends of
Wonthaggi Heathland and Coastal Reserve, Friends of
Tootgarook Wetlands, Frankston Environmental Friends
Network, Downs Estate Estate Community Group,
Mornington Railway Preservation Society and Friends of
Langwarrin Outdoors and Waterways (FLOW) in the past.
The Biosphere has supported some of these groups with
funds to undertake valuable revegetation and remnant
vegetation on-ground works as part of projects like
Growing Connections (2012-2017), which is funded by the
Australian Government.

There are many benefits to being a water steward
including cost savings through more efficient water and
fertiliser management, more sustainable water use
through development of a plan to identify and address
site issues, external accreditation, and potential funding
for on-site works. Training and assistance is provided to
help water stewards get up and running. The Water
Stewardship project team can also facilitate water
management solutions through their connections with
local, state and federal government agencies.
The Biosphere team is happy to talk with your Friends
group about water stewardship, providing information on
local catchments and ecosystems, government programs
to support on-ground works, and how Friends group
members can get involved. We can also provide
information on how the general public and community
members can contribute to good water stewardship in
their catchment.
In turn, Friends groups can provide the Biosphere with
valuable information on water-related issues within the
catchment. You may even be able to suggest potential
water stewards or support site managers to become
water stewards.
Water stewardship is good for the environment, good for
the community and good for business!
If you are interested in having the Biosphere speak to your
group, or finding out more about water stewardship,
please contact Lance Lloyd, Water Stewardship Project
Officer, on 03 5979 2167 or lancel@biosphere.org.au.

The Biosphere’s Water Stewardship project has some
funds available to support on-ground works such as
revegetation, fencing, habitat improvement and water
quality treatment which will help water stewards
implement their site management plans.
The Building a Water Stewardship Community in Western
Port project, funded by the Helen MacPherson Smith
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VEFN pledges TAKE2
VEFN recently signed up to TAKE2, the Victorian
government’s climate change pledge.

The Victorian Environment Friends Network encourages
members and Friends’ groups to sign up to TAKE2,
Australia’s only government-led climate change pledge
initiative. This Victorian Government initiative, delivered
by Sustainability Victoria, supports individuals and
Victorian-based organisations to take action on climate
change.
This free initiative provides information, inspiration and
guidance on living a more climate-friendly life. To join, go
to the TAKE2 website, make the TAKE2 pledge to play your
part and then select the actions you have already taken,
or will take to fight climate change. For individuals, TAKE2
provides a tailored action plan and for organisations, it
offers a new opportunity to promote their climate change
efforts.
While many Friends of organisations are already doing
their bit for the planet, the more of us who join TAKE2 the
more likely climate change will remain on the agenda,
regardless of changes of government. Make the TAKE2
pledge today.

Articles for FriendsNET
Suggestions for articles for FriendsNET are welcome.
Please email to friendvic@hotmail.com or to the
Secretary, Stephen Derrick at ecosystems@bigpond.com
.If you want to include photos, please send separately as
high resolution jpeg images, preferably in landscape
format if possible.
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